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Safe to Dance?

New York has some of the toughest nightlife laws in the nation—and that's good. But the
city's aggressive campaign against club owners is causing its own set of safety problems.

T A MAGAZINT FARTY LANT WEEK,

decpin the basement of a clulyon

West S h Street, iore Phan o lew

pulroms—bebween Liberal sips of
their veslha lomics —eould be spotted book-
ingg mrkiomasby oraaned the dance foor, swss-
img out the sprinkber system gnd wonder-
img how lomg i1 might take to get to that
ElUwitng KXIT Sig,

Just when Now York clubgoers
wiere haprng o dienee pwary fers of
teerroresm and pink ships (well, at
lepst for an eveping), its 1151;h.|:-
clubs—not Al Cuaeda—that have so
far proviced the most tormifving im
ages of 200:: the Great White con-
cert i Bhode Bsbaed, lap-hop fans
crushed to death in Chacago.

Whichs iz why clubs that onece
todkast ] wps thesie A-list idbentide are
s fonsfing their safeby records:

Baobly Zarmm PR senl out o press
Fele e |'_"|3||i|1g e Chigna Cluls “one |
i thie safest in the couateyt”

If Wew York is a saler place fur
chubsling, its of course aeanse
we've had the misfortine of leam-
ing from expericnce A pair of
trageidies - hires at the Blue Angel
nightelubs in 1975 aml the Happy-
Innd Socin] Club in taa that killed
7 mnd 57 poople, respectively
spurmesd mssch stncter regulatiins,
“Afer the Blue Angel, the city
pewsed a L reaudring nightedubes to
have sprinkier systems, fire plarms,
ancd Lwi means of cgroes” saye
Robert Bookman, counsel for the
Mew York Miphtlife Asseciation,
"k after Happyland, the ity woke ufi Lo
the fact that flegal nightelubs wore svery-
where, so tiwsy created the Socal Clulb Task
B Lig edind Dl ||Iu:|,ﬁ a1 m [ire
starts in a club Wene, adds Bookman, the
“apriniklers go on. the sotnd sytem etz of|
coergeney lights eome on, the fire alom
Iigres, Theres mo dould its an ememgeneys

SEil, thie v niphtclub disasters can be
Fid ] HEW TORK

BERCe (O Z0OJ

eonttted an to spark even more scroliny of
it dredustey tht is alrsuly vocder extrenn:
prresnin, nol only from the econmny bt
fevvm twas mmyors whio, insiders swy, have
usezl every legal weipon i their amsenal
ol to meake cabs saler bt o padbock as
muny s possilde. 1ty a case, they arguoe,
not of enforcement ot harassment
There s an unnecessanly adversanal
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"The city's used every legal weapon
in its arsenal not to make clubs
safer but to padlock as many as
possible, say club owners.”

eelationdhip between the ity and el
ownets,” says Robert Silbering, presidem
of Foronsic Investigative Associnles, a se-
|_"||1-ir:|.' firm thad wuadab= ngghitedikes o issues
rangimg from dmgs 1o safety. Silbering
kv sl about law enforeement s pereep-
tiom of Mew York mightlife: Me msed to be
New Yorks specind narcrdics proseciton
the man responsabde for bringing te cur-

tain down on the Lamelgght e "Even
when aiphtchnb owners do the right thing
the eity turns iks back on them,” lie sas
O ol ooy chients asked to micel with cops
1 hask gut security issues. The response
wis That's the chubrowmer’s job, 5ot oum” ™

“Theres very Tittle dindogue betwocen the
ety and nightclube” agrees Andrew Rasie.
foneneder of the New York Mightlife Assoc-
ation, “We're not treated sz cguilks
with indusiries like Broadway.” He
points to the city's refusal 1o consider
a plan 1o have clubs pay for uni-
frormne] offbcees to stanid ontside ther
venees, "Why is there a police pres-
enere olibade Madison Bopuane G-
ifen, but we're rebuffed?” (Curmemtly,
eopre ire legally prohibited from
working for mghitchiohe)

What ler WY PD officers should be
stationed outside cdubs is debatable.
But there's little doubt about the
poispnous relations hetween night-
clubs aml the city, “Since the Gius
fiani administration, the Muodti-
Apency Mightlife Task Eorce, which
grew out of the Social Club Task
Foree, has been nacd as a barnss-
ment ool Roockman says. Tl
hasa't stoppesd wnder Bleomberg,
What's worse is that enforcement is
dlirected a4t deensad establishments,
The wagedics in Rhwode Tsland and
Chicago should bring a crackdown
where it helings — on wndicensed es-
tablishmenis.”

Jerry RBusso, a Bloomberg spokes-
prorso, savs il the task foree “vig-
ooy sepitinizes loensod oned nnli-
eenaed nightapots® But Philip Redrigne,
munager of meatpacking-cistrict nightspot
Eaetum, argues: that aggressree entoroement
has merely resulted ina nesargenee in e
gal, aller<houms bars, These protnaoters find
a lofl, pay the landlord for the night, and
deal with the police ax they come There’s
fies Tieenses, wisdl by the tioe the ity finds
st they're gone” He adds that the cmek-
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dorn “dlevumbos. peopde from dosng bass-
Bers begdtimotely”

Things between the city and club own-
ers have potben s bad that seme owrners
ate even tefuetant to dial 01— not boeamse,
page Pulidie Eneny, 0% a joke but bocanse
They e wsud a “thuordesly premise” vio-
lation every time they seck assistance.
Very olten yim di sverything in your prow-
er ot o call 9117 s Hodriguoe. “What
eotidd b more dangerous than that* One
eIt sy he gt aviodidion after be calbed
cupa Lo stop 4 man from beating his piel-
friend with a pay phome roceyver,

TH IS ANTAHUONINTI STATE OF AVFAIHS 100KS
fy woresen withs eomung onsdaught of -
trmghtcivh imgndation, incuding the o
Act. wawr, spottsored by Senstor Joseph
Hiddem of Delaware, e topreosecuts: clih
owtiets for drog dealing on their promises
even i ity anly a angle instance rather
Thatrt o pattern T8 promises gax-figa e fines
amd jad sertlerscrs of U o wenty ywars for
an owner of promaoler who "Knowingly
ael ttentienally wees their property ...
for the purpose of distrbuting or mana-
Eretuming or srsiog ilegal dezgs | . L regand-
bews of whether the drug uee & ongoing or
movners af 4 sinple event”

“By that lopie, you shoadd alue be arres-
g collogr prescidenis whose dudents have
bt o oo, savs Booloman, e, he
adds, offer a ssmplntic solution ="Get rid
wf nightohabes and ooty will disuppaeas™—-
to & cottpiex problem. Woese, it will likely
“errale a new class of Thit ansd ron” promeot -
ers, sy Cary Blite, nationa] coordinator of
the Eloctronie Mude Deterse & Education
Futtsd “Alecady, I'm hearng fegitimate peo-
molkers vorwiagg W beave Thae bessiness if tils
kingd of law passes™ Even the ultraconser-
vabive Natiome! Hrotee come out ggsinst
i ftenily, eadling it "a mean-apirited as-
sl on yearth citMiene, aswd an mdeene vio-
Lutson oof prones ples of Federaliem.”

With Hhode l2land on lowriskers”
minds and a reevnt TN, report declanng
cestasy “the main et drug of the futune”
the wavn Act conld be o slam-dunk. But
ever (0 deesn't oo, grim days e ahead
for cluhland. “Federal agents recently
made severul huge seheures of ecstasy 1o
Mew Yok, each ovvs | million pill,” sars
Silbering, ~They are comaneed —wrongly, |
think, piven costan's widke demozmaphibe-—
vhat these dragx ane destined Tor cluls, So
there's o guestion that vou'me going 1o soe
tederal agents investigaing nightcluba”

Mightclub envmers, be continues, "ar po-
it be serutingoed over drugs, fioe safety,
Use queality of thetr socunty” Silhering lets
om? an exhaastod g, “T0s 2 batter-them-
ab-any-cost appeoach, and [ don't knew i
s e e Ao bes ey safer Bocaee of i1, W





