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Fear Feeds Bull Market
In Private Security

After Sept. 11, Former Law Enforcers
See a Surge in Demand for Their Skills

By AL BAKER

A year apo, things & Rabedt H, Silbor
s pirtvale ivesligsitve and security
cortipay om Third Avemul were, il Gocs-
nionally exotie, s2ill fairly predicishls

e, thirie wak the few Easlers Eudn-
peEn poversment thal  wanied  help
iracking down the tens of milicns of
dolkzrs that a deposed sultan might ksve
burried in offshore scoounts. But mosthy
there were jobs like helring the Tunnel
nightclub keep drugs ol i dance loor

Today, the calls won'l stop. There nre
the Pasbion companes irying io figure
o hivw W pay ke im Midon sndoon
Sevenih Avenme There ls fhe worried
worman im Breoklyn who wanis 1o know i
M. Hilbering can cheel oul e Arkh-
Amorican boylriond of bor besd [riend
Thsere & e pEIvabe ehiheniary schoal in
mmuthers Flonids that wants (o maks
sure outsiders MEy oul.

ln fhe post-Sepl. 11 workl the gues-
N Are a8 carnest as they are Frensied
Can you make me wale? How las can it
b dome¥ Fhosld we opEn oud dEail?
What's ik ez threat?

My, Subsring. @ oompact, gurdily bkl
canser law emlorcer wih wad enlefpcis-
i enough 10 86t up & D ol & houtsges
sy im the world of high-end securily
over Lie pasl o yaars, is e face ol mn

n'ld'l:l'.‘ﬂl'j trenalormed. Secutity B not
onby serieas busipess now 18 18 @ very
lCralive oo

Mo dowEturm ASFCArs On TR DRI
For hosanessmen ke Mr. Sibering. dis
timgeished by (nles tha) begm with the
woird {érmer — o 0 [armer chiel oF
commymiasioner. Mack B securily compa-
Hies in rizing on Wall Stresl @ other
inweiments phamemel.

%0, over ihe next moiska, (he foFenet
chiels wtand to p‘I'I:IIH Iroen 1k Shaep
upslichk m an eaiimeated §100 bilion secen
ry imihzanry in ithe Unived Simbes. And they
et & bomrs© Phe sntindasction of hedping 1@
calm tho worries of the newly [retful
st ihe Wind of public service (hey o
e il

“Betore you would do e job and
ihink, "Yegh, 12y preat 1o keep o intrud-
ers,’ ™ sall Mr. Siberiiig, wie & the
president af the Lnsted Sixtes olfices of
Forensie Investigative Associabes Inc.,
whilch alsn hias branches b Bussls, Cans-
da, Framce, Cyprus end Britam "Bl
P 0 Rk Of & NEw ERnse of urgency
bocmsss of ibe aimosphore

Meantng il people wid 1o profer ey
secufily | moderstion ("What the
wiorsd Chl Can lagpen 7 some SInpioyeT
would mali Mr. Silbering. “Crank calls?
Burglar in the office? ), mikide plos

ool anthras Bove spiarred @ vl for  Cosdliossl




Fear Feeds a Boom in Private Security

Confrnuwed From Pape |

excess. I poople used o look
askance at the spy padpets peddled
by security professionais, they can't
wanlt Lo buy them now,

Mr. Silbering, 54, used o be the
CHYS special Raroolics prosecutor
He apill lunches with his former boss,
District Attorney Robert M. Morgen:
thau of Manhattan, and 6 on & first-
noame basis with ssme of Gotham's
mast storicd low enforcers of the
past hall-century.

Even in Mr. Silbering’s own build-
ings, on TED Third Avenue ar 4Hh
Street, where Senator Hillary Rod-
ham Clhinton has affices twa {loors
sbove his, security has tghtened.
Employees must show pholo 1D
cards w a privale guard, something
unheard of before.

Belore Sepl. 11, annual spending
Of privale security was projected to
be: $104 billion by last year, according
to the American Society for Industri-
al Security, a noaprofit professional
group with 32000 members. The so-
chety says that the indusicy oot
spends public law enforcement nnd
employs more people,

A 1591 report by the National Insti-
e of Justice, “Private Security:
Patterns and Trends,”  predicied
growth in the industry, measured in
cight catepories thal encompassed
alarms, armorsd  car  services,
fuards, private investigators and
even lockamiths, The sody said
fagre than one milllon people wonld
hald security jobs by 2000; experts
ﬁ;&m. i1 will fead wo higher num-

“"From the largesi firms right on
down {0 the smallest cormer busi-
nrsses, thoy are asking themselves,
"Are we sale? " sald David B. Sad-
dier, the director of strategic plan-
nlng for the Security Industry Asso-
ctatbon, a nonprofit trade group,

The industry sometimes has secus-
rity problems of iis own Just last
year, for instance, Argenbrighl Hold-
ings Lid., then the corporate parent
of Argenbright Securily Inc, which
It the largest provider of airport
securily persomnmel in the couniry,
was fned $1.2 million for hiring con-
victed felons to screen passengers at

Philadelphia International Alrport,

Thve ethics of olher seeurity provid:
ers have been questioned Litely by
thoze who wonder if they have been
fo qubck (o cash inon the paranois

Cre tryp Lo Mr, Siibering's office
and that fear becomes palpable, The
phones are ringing off the hook, His
secretaries are working mights. Mr.
Shbering glides from call to call, o
can of Coca-Cola bn his right hand,
the: phone in his left and a2 case file
under his arm. Fricnds say he was
born for this kind of dogped work

“He & a natwral, e really 5 in
being able to solve security and
fraud issues in an innovalive way,”
sald Marno A Possamai, a former
investlgative journalist whe runs the
Canadian office of Forensic Invesii-
gative Associntes in Toromta “He
has an amazing memory.™

M. Slbéring's Mography starled
in the Bronx: he i5 the son of a
garment worker who newer made
much money. T was a sireet kid,"” he
said. 'l spent moare time out of class
than in class ™

Bur ke was fascinated by stories
aboul notorious crimes. He went 1o
Brookiyn Law School, was hired in
874 by Fronk 5. Hopam, the legend-
ary Manhattan district  attorney,
went o the Olfice of Special Nareot-
fcs im 1BBY, and lefi poeblic Ule in 1997,
Today, on the wall of his 24th-foor
office 15 a photograpt of Mr. Silber-
ing with 3000 pounds of selmd oo
cilng. He has fought the war on
deups, he said, and now 11 is time o
fight the war on Lerrorism.

Last week, the Midtown offices of a
foreign bank called Mr. Sithering o
ask il it hod the right emergency
eniry and exit plans. There are per-
wous gueries about poas masks, matk-
tooms and the handling of packages.

if Mr. Silbering ¢an comprehend
the concerns on a business level, he
cin also underitand them om a per-
sonal one, My daughter was in there
when this thing happened,” said Mr.
Slibering. His daughter, JI, 23, was
ofi the 46th floor of 2 World Trode
Center when the first plane hit the
other tower. She made {1 ouwt alive,
but two wornsome hours passed be-
fore b bearmed she was safe.

Hiz friend John P O"MNeill, the for-

eier Speciad agemt in charge of the
national securiiy division in the Fed-
eral Bureaw of Investigation’s New
York oflce, was thore, (oo Mr
O meill retired in Augost and became
head of securnty at the World Trade
Center, where ke was kilied i the
Sppr. 11 metack. The deseth has per-
sonalbeed Mr. Silberimg's mission,

A Mr, Silbering spoke, 1he phone
i bug office rang. Tt wos Michael T
Chan, a colbeague, calling oboutl
mistting with soame pedple whn wore
demansiranng o mochine that reads
bar codes on the backs of driver's
llcentses or state 1D cards. A% quick
a5 e hung up, Mr. Silbering picked
up the phone XERE T S60 up 8 mect-
thg, with a Fortuee 5 ciothing com-
pany o g an audit

He used (0 work mostly as a kina
al investigitive lawyer, helping com-
panies squelch fraud, thely, bribery
and money lmumdenng His fime s
constdersd an expert on plabal wntel-
ligence, linancial background checks
of deposed leaders, and cigareiies
sold an the Black markel. Bot sinee
Sept. 11, more and more clienls wanl
security audils, better 1D card sys-
temns, the protection of sofrware or
informatken on how  samdeono
breached a company’s  security
checkpoinis. Mr. Sibering 15 girding
for questions about alr quality.

Ag he apoke. the phopes rang
agatn. This timae i was John Blaha, o
former supervisar in the Mew York
effice of the F.B.1., who i3 dircctor of
corparate security af Quoest Dingnos.
fles Enc, in MNew Jersey. The [an
Euage the two men speak sounds like
@ secrel code. ALl they will say Tor the
record |s that they are collaborat ing
oft bsues of muotual interest, what-
ever that means.

50 where ks all this planning for the
uwpimaginable headed? How long will
the new emphasls on security last?

"Hix weeks ago, the Jurthest thing
Irom anyone's mind was setling up
security sysiems for opening mail,™
Mr. Sibering sasd 'S0 who Knows?
The problem with planning the mexi
At s you don't know whal the next
Shef 15 poing o e



